























of the Royal Society for 1875. 9

it 18 necessary that the captain should be supported by a zealous
staff of officers, if he is to keep a full log. 1t is, however, not by
any means the case that the gooduess of the log depends on
the size of the vessel.

In order to bring béfore the notice of possible observers the
nature of the work of the Otlice, circulars have been issued in
1875, as in the preceding year,to the various shipping offices, Xe.,
in connexion with the Board of Trade, and by these means much
valuable co-operation in the work of obzerving has been sccured.

It has been frequently remarked that the efforts of the office
should be principally directed to the procuring of observatious
from the less frequented parts of the sea, but no matter how
desirable such a mode of procedure would be, it has been hitherto
impracticable to carry it out.  Obscrvations at sea are only obtain-
able in quantity from the tracks of the recular voyages, and
when the comparatively =mall proportion of ~h|p-. at sea, which
are really ()bbﬁlVlD“’, 15 tuken into account 1t will easily be seen
that there is little chance of amassing waterial for any distriet
which 1z not traversed hy come of the ocean highways,

As regurds the progress of the discussions carvied on by the
stafl dmmg the year now under consideration, the work has heen
retarded considerably by the resiunation of two practised com-
puters, and the consequent training of their successors. [t was
stated in the last Report that the charts for the entire district of
nine ten-degree squares extending from 20° N. to 107 3. latitude
and from 10° to 40° W. longitwle, as shown in the subjoined
woodeut, were completed and in process of publication.  The charts
are subdivided Into areas of 5° of longitude by 27 of latitude

as shown in the diagram, and each chart contains the data of

three ten-degree squares,
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Tt will be seen that the 1=land of Ascension falls within the area

(bservations

now uner treatment, and accordinely the detaled obzervations at Ascension,

made at that 1sland in the years 1867=5, by Licutenant Rokeby,
R, are being discussed, and the results will be embodied in the
forthcoming lml)hcatmn which will appear in 1876.

For the two years over which the obzervations extend we have
the wind direction and velocity recorded continuously by a self-
registering anemometer, and almoxt heourly ohscrvations by eve,
of the barowmeter, thermoemeters, and moteorological phienomena
in general.
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