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General Summary —The weather of October was generally unsettled, especially in the western and
northern districts, where rain was frequent and often very heavy. The fall which occurred over the counties
of Durham and Northumberland between the mornings of the 26th and 27th was of quite a torrential
character, and resulted in disastrous floods. Over the eastern and southern parts of the kingdom the weather,
though changeable and showery, was upon the whole much finer than in the west and north. Thundér and
lightning occurred in the north on the 2nd, and in many parts of England and Ireland on the 5th ; lightning
was seen in the south and south-east of England on the 21st, and in several parts of the country on the 26th.
Pressure was rather low in the north, but high in the south ; femperature was in excess of the average in all
but the northern districts ; the winds were chiefly from the Westward (South-west to North-west) ; rainfall
was heavy in the west and north generally, but comparatively slight in the east and south; bright sunshine
was mostly in excess of the average.

Pressure.—Mean at 3 a.n. ranged from 300 ins. and upwards over the English Channel to 29:75 ins.
and less in the north of Scotland, and to 2065 ins. and less in the Shetlands. The general distribution agreed
closely with the normal, but as the actual values were a trifle below the average® in the north, and above it
in the south, the gradients for Westerly and South-westerly winds were unusually steep. The difference
between the mean pressure in the Shetlands and in the Channel Islands was in fact nearly twice as great as
in a normal October. Highest readings were recorded on the 2lst or 22nd, when the barometer rose to
307 ins. and upwards in the south of Ireland, and to 305 ins. and upwards in all other districts excepting the
extreme north of Scotland. Lawest readings were observed mostly on the 26th, when the barometer fell to
98+9 ins, and less in the north-east of England, to 29-2 ins. and less in the northern and eastern parts of Great
Britain generally, and to 295 ins. and less in all other parts of the United Kingdom. Range was moderate.

Depressions were rare for the time of year, and were, as a rule, of little intensity. The principal
cases occurred on the 4th, when the centre of a rather deep depression moved north-north-eastward along our
extreme western and northern coasts, and (2) on the 13th—15th, when a large and very complex disturbance
travelled in an east-south-easterly direction across Scandinavia. In the rear of a somewhat shallow depression
which skirted our northern coasts on the 25th, a deep secondary was formed over the north of England, the
latter system moving firstly south-eastwards to the north of Holland and afterwards north-eastwards to
the Skager Rack, where it apparently dispersed. The formation of the system was accompanied by the
unusually heavy fall of rain referred to above.

Anticyclones.—Two such systems were observed. The first moved slowly eastwards across France
and our southern districts between the 10th and 12th. The second spread eastwards and southwards from
the northern parts of the Atlantic on the 18th, and remained over Western Europe until the 23rd and 24th,
when it moved away to the sounthward and south-westward.

Winds.—Over the eastern and central parts of the United Kingdom the winds were mostly from the
Westward or South-westward. On our south-west coasts they varied considerably in direction, while
in the extreme north and north-west they were frequently North-westerly or Northerly. Gales were
rather frequent during the earlier half of the month, but were, as a rule, of no great strength. During the

re, however, of the deep secondary depression of the 26th and 27th, a severe Westerly gale prevailed for
a short time on the north-east coast of England.

Temperature.—Mean at sea level ranged from 56° at Jersey and from 53° and upwards on the south-
west coasts of England, to 48° and less over inland parts of the north of Ireland, to 46° and less in the
north of Scotland, and to very little above 44° in the Shetlands. The general distribution was in close agree-
ment with the normal, but the mean values were a trifle below the average® in the north, and above it
elsewhere, the excess amounting to 2° or more at several stations in the south and east of England. Highest
readings occurred between the Tth and 9th, when the thermometer rose to 65° and npwards in most parts
of England and Ireland, to 70° and upwards over our eastern and midland counties, and to 75° at Geldeston,
Cambridge, and in London. Over the greater part of Scotland the thermometer did not exceed 60°. Lowest
readings occurred at various times in the different districts, mostly on the 16th in the north, but on the 22nd
at many of the English stations. - Frost occurred in most of the northern and inland districts, the lowest
readings reported being 24° at Nairn, and 25° at Ochtertyre, Glenlee, and Llandovery. Range was moderate
for the time of year. Vapour Tension varied from (37 in. at Secilly and 0:32 in. and upwards on our south
and sounth-west coasts generally to 0-26 in. and less on the north and north-east coasts of Scotland. Relative
Humidity ranged from 94 per cent. at Parsonstown, 92 per cent. at Donaghadee, and 91 per cent. at Wick, to
81 per cent. at Holyhead, and 72 per cent. at Jersey.

Rainfall was in excess of the average® in all the more western and northern parts of the United
Kingdom—largely so in the north-east of Great Britain, where the aggregate was swollen very materially by
the heavy fall of the 26th and 27th. At Leith and Shields the total amount was more than twice the average,
and was larger than in any November since the record commenced in 1866. In the east and south of England
the fall was, as a rule, considerably less than the average ; at Scilly it did not amount to one-half the normal.
The largest aggregates reported were :—105 ins. at Landale, 10-4 ins. at Glencarron, and 103 ins. at Killarney ;
the smallest were 16 in. in London, 1'7 in. at Portland Bill, and 1-8 in. at Scilly. Heavy daily falls were
rather frequent in the west and north, by far the most important of these occurring over the counties of
Durham and Northumberland during the 24 hours ending with the morning of the 27th. On this occasion
more than 3 inches fell in several places, the largest amounts reported being 3+7 ins. at Alnwick Castle and
Newecastle-on-Tyne, 33 ins. at Seaham, and 3-2 ins. at Shields. Showers of snow or sleet fell in many parts
of Scotland on the 13th and 14th.

Bright Sunshine was, as a rule, in excess of the average,® but showed a deficiency at a few scattered
places in the west and north. The percentage of the possible amount ranged from 50 at Felixstowe, 47 at
Hollesley Bay, and 40 or more at many places in the east and south of England, to 25 or less at several of
our northern and north-western stations, and to only 17 at Fort Augustus.

'Lt The 'Fugfﬁ mp{nyad umf*mrz ;:d T;gcmtn; e:kuf t%e 25 ymr_a 15?1—-95; Rainfall for the i!}{a}l.i f“!if Eﬁﬁ—i{lﬁ& ; and
Sunshine for 0 years -95,  pre to ™ eather b face to * eather rts
friﬂ ber, 1396.”) P y Report, 1895," and pre y ports,

. [Price Sizpence.] 1266—375—11/1900 W76 D&S 23




